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Cadorna's Error as Seen by Swiss Critic
Failure to Provide Defence Lines and to Guard Against Teuton Surprise, Two I nv

portant Factors Neglected by Italian Commanders
By LIEUT.-CO- C. FREY,

Sri Military Critic and formerly
Sw'i.i Miaitter to the United State.

ASSUME the reader knows that theI piercing movement on the ono
had i prepaied ly adding the Ger-ma- u

army of Von Below to the Aastrism
forces and placing it between Karfreit
ami Aua. ready to attack. At the same

time the Kntente was deceived as much
as possible us to the coming drive against
Italy.

Hon far ("adorna and hi sub-lrade-

re kept in the dark is lieyoud my
Knowledge, hut one thing 's eertain: the
.vi: prise was successful, and to parry a
sm.ilur one in the future can hardly be
accomplished by a War Council. It could
! done only by a generalissimo, if at all.
However, it i just as eertain the Kntente
knew of the movements of troops, for one
could read about them in their news-

papers.
It was especially interesting to us iit

the headquarters of the high command to
view the whole Isonzo front from both
side, a chance that came to us for the
tir-- t lime.

From Monte Quarin, near Cormons,
formerly Cadorna's fighting position, we
could see, when the weather was cold but
bright, from the mouth of the Isonzo,
where it empties into the sea. to the
mountains east of Feitsch and fix every
height without the aid o.f glasses. While
(he Doberdo plateau, according to out
standards, rises at an easy grade, the
plateau of Bainsiza with it comer pil-

lar, the Monte Sr. Gabrielc, with Monte
.Santo, the Kuk uud Vrh. up to the north
summit of the Gabriele already occupied
by the Italian, make-- , a very respectable
impression!

Starting froui the Konzo. deeply cut

into the rocks whose beautiful green
water can be seen flowing its winding
way, the Italians had to overcome steep
cliffs fiOO meters high. We could recog-

nize from close proximity all stages ot"

their lights during the eleven first Isonzo

battles by the lines they reached at the
time and fortitied immediately.

Wherever there was lighting the soi'
looks like a desert. There are only tew

trees that were not splintered or swept
away down lo the loots. This is especially
true of the battles in the saddle between
the Monte Santo and Gabriele. up whii:b

the Italian intended to roll from the
north side, as we know. Kvidently this
north side was covered by a flanking fire

of the Austriaos, for the attackers" prog-

ress here was very slow.
The village of Dol i aliuo-- t levelled t

the ground. Kvery where you see holes in
the roeka, where the Italians were seeking
refuge for themselves and their ammuni-
tion. It must have -- been a very hard
fight. For days they had to do without
succor and were unable to send back for
supplier, and they deserve great credit
for what Ihev did. even it thev were

Junk Ships Valuable.
'"F'HK experience early in the war of a
A New Havea man .selling for .tltiS.-00(-

an old ship he had bought as junk for
8.00( ban beeu duplicated lo a certain

extent in all parts of the world in the lt
three years.

Recently a ship owner of Gothenburg.
Saeden. received an offer of a bark at

380,00) kroner ($105.55T. parj. Believ-

ing th- - description fitted a vessel hp once

owi.ed. he investigated and found that Ihe

haik was the same one he had sold Hi

March. I!14. for Jo.000 kroner.
Competition for the Chinese nii-- tr

Ching .Sing among Japanese merchants
-- honed I he carcit of tonnage in the
Far Fa-- t ami the efforts being made by
(lie Japanese lo build up their Meets. Il

irid Wen the iiileutioii of the Chinese

Minister ol" the Navy ! sell the ship for
tliMl.OiH). Bids immediately raised ihr
.ii t A British merchant

iheit "tiered H0.I)IIU aud promised to

jjue the Miuiatei "pr'Seiii" of $40,flVl.
lleariug of tin, the .lapauese lirm ol
Mitu Kisbi put n. bid ot 10.000
'I lie orai followed by a but fiom another
.lapauese named Fn.iita. who offered

250.OOO. of whieli the Chinese Govern
meat was to get $130,000. the rest to Ik
dirided in 'wwiUs iir the Flowery

gicatly suierior in numbers. Ic the
locks of the Karst, on the Peberdc pla-
teau, there were ideal trenches, blasted,
very deep and finished with masonry, af-

fording shelter for men and munitions.
Only Italian masons could accomplish
this.

For the twelfth Isonzo battle, for which
the initiative was to come from Cadorna,
it had evidently been planned to occupy
the whole of the Bainsizza plateau, to
flank the Wippach Valley from the north,
then to roll up the Austrian Karst posi-
tion between Wippach and Kostanjeviea
and make for Trieste. Already Trieste
was within tiring distance of the big Ital-

ia ti mortars and ('adorna hoped he would
Ik- - able to crown his successes of tenacity,
paid for by streams of blood, by smash-

ing his way through. For this purpose
he had drawn his general reserve from
the camps which we also could see, and
it is said started them in the direction
of the Bainsizza plateau.

At this moment the counter blow, well
prepared by the Germans and Austrians,'
struck him and now, after having seen
the lay of the land from lioth sides, 1
shall attempt to explain the Italian catas-
trophe, without taking into consideration
the excuse that ('adorna had not had time
to bring his general reserves into play.

A stall" oflirer attached to the staff of
the high command said to me at one time,
and he had some grounds for his asser-

tion: "The operative plan is nothing
compared with the thoroughgoing prepa-
ration for such action by the
And still 1 should like to add the opera-
tive idea comes first. It was as follows:

The strong Italian lon.o army occu-
pying the sector from the se across the
plateau of Kostanjeviea (the Karst ) up
to the Monte.Santo ami Kuk was to lie
mano-iivrea- l out by a piercing attack upon

t
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Enitred iht clasi) matter.

CmcuuiTioN (deleted cwok) jhots mihute- -

By MILTON V. SNYDER,

Park CarrctaaaaVat of THE SUN.

newspapers, which have

the weary of
the French poilu at the now have

au Ameriean contemporary. The 'tripod
has its place by the issue of its first

with fKcfio VArgounr. the
dean of the poilu press: l.t Petit Echo.
of the Eighteenth Territorial Kegiment.
fKflio Tranclif. I'h'cho rfes Mar-mil''--:

I.e I'olhi Hiifliitiiie and aimut :0O
other ttle sheets that exhibit the good

aud wit of the fighting men.
This newcomer in the field, facsimile

of the part of the title page of
which is reproduced here, brought out
by former member of The Nkw York
Sl staff who uow high private in
the American Kipeditionary Forces. He
doesn't want his name used, despite the
entreaties of the censor that be inenrpo
tared in this keteli. modest ami
babl furl her than this

he nt desirous of revealing
miy other details tiiat would be likeiy
exnoe idem to (lie world, the
army and, tasi not leant, the censor.

uke-- its name, not from the
three legged coinpauiou of the engineer
who adjusts transit level upon
when surveying: nor lioui slill more
ancient stool upon which the Pthonefs
sat when she delivered lir oracles', but
liom the niouuting of Hie ordinary, com
uiou gardeti, vervday matliine gim ol
the modern army

Tht 'It put! announced us first num-le- r

that expects lo appear weekly and
declares tbjt its sole enuse for existence

thit- hope- - to amue the members
or the t(Hst Machine 4tiin Battalion-- , by
whom and fr whom edited.

Cividale. It is true in the seetor
the Italians were only

about even as to numbers compared with
their attackers and preparations for
possible reverse were insufficient, but the
mountain summit of Monte Sabotino,
whose rocky sides form an almost per-

pendicular incline of 500 meters down to
the bed of the Isonzo, from the Matujur,
1,043 meters, to. the Ronibon. 'J.'-iO-

meters, was strongly fortified by nature
the Italians could only he defeated by
surprise.

course the surprise was made
by the fact that nothing had been

done to provide against an attack except
in the lines (about seven trenches deep!
that had been prepared for again
and again, while the attack was proceed-

ing. And this wa irol the fault of the
Kouui brigade, &c. condemned by Ca-

dorna, but his own.
Yes, he had ordered the whole defence

artillery, including that at the bridge-
heads of Codroipo and Latisana,
the second catastrophe took for-

ward to the attack. There was no second
or third position behind those weak
trench lines. And even along the roads
of invasion there were no fortitied points
to act barriers. Such can be seen in

the Venetian only, where they were
built before the war the beginning
of it.

Onlv by a personal observation one
able to appreciate the difficulty of lining
up troops such terrain for attack
within reach of the enenrv's artillery.
Only thoroughness could succeed here.

From Karfreit to Canale lie army of
Von Below was augmented by Austro-Muugaria- n

columns. At the sector
the troops were massed the

stiougest. for the blow from this line
struck the road from Tolmino to Civi- -
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The little Tripml has aixteeu pages of
two columns each. Its first article is a
greeting of welcome.

'The Triiod." it says, ''stands tirm on
its two front legs and its one hind leg,
prickly carries its right hind to its right

eyebrow, its fingers extended, its thumb
carefully tneked in. salutes the officers and
the men of the 01st Artillery, actually in
service with fhe American Expeditionary
Army. It hope? to serve them well ax
loog as the weather, the censorship, tray-ef- s

(he treasurer and (he enemr will per-

mit."
The Tniu't promises to liave no parlie-ula- r

policy: it say it has no other aim
than lo bung to its readers iu Franco h
Wreath of North America and fo its read-

er lett behind across the ocean a breath
of Frauce. In an editorial paragraph it
thanks Thk Sr;v Tobacco Fund for all
preseut aud future gifts of tobacco. It
prints a sarcastic poem, to be sudj by the
Kaiser to the air of 'Tipperary," in which
the Kuperor makes bis farewells to the
Willielm-'tr.isse- , to the Fatherland, and
announces that he is off to St. Helena.

There i a hiiforic-pbilosopbic- al disser-
tation on the Bode. The Tripod tells
through the pen of its "'Berliu correspond-
ent" how the commander of a Oermau
submarine sank an Amrrican ship loaded
with Christmas tobacco for the soldier?,
and of the mourning in the camps for that
which came not. l'oetry has its place in

the paper in the "Thoughts of an Artil-

leryman in Ihe Mud.''
Then: is a course in French conversa-

tion. "Son" should be pronounced
'.Vuli." with a slight adenoidal accent. As

lo the words 'vin hlanc" and 'vin rouge,"
it b recommended that they should be

timed most sparingly: Hot so with nerei'
which is lo le. employed on every occasion.

dale in the flank. One division even took

the direction of Tolmino-Kiirfrei- t, disre-

garding the Italians who on October 'J4.

the first day of attack, were still standing
east of the Isonzo at this point and could
have undertaken a flanking movement.

Another group, particularly strong,
was the one that broke through along the

deeplj cut great road from Karfreit to
Cividale. crossing over the Monte Mia at
the left and the Matajur at the right. It

takes a mountaineer live hours to climb
Ihe Monte Matajur. And this precipice-wa-s

taken while shells were hailing.
It is true the fog was a help for Ihe

aggressor in this unequal combat. In ad-

dition to this the Italians and their leader
were stunned. Here the Italian

failed as well as the weaker nerves.
Of the latter I was by paitic-ipant- s.

F.ven if their line of communication

had been interrupted and consequently the
giving of orders could not proceed, the
sub-leade- aud troops should have known
what to do aud should hae held their posi-

tions. By Hanking attacks the broken col-

umns of ihe aggressors perhaps could have
been thrown back. But this was not done
and evidently the reserves of the.different
sectors were swept away in panic.

However, Cadorna either did not have
anx reserves iu the region of Cividale or
they did not get into action. On the other
hand, the sub-leade- of the aggressor,
better trained in a war of inoUon. were

the strategic leadeinhip by quick
action on their own responsibility and by
themselves kept in touch with the higher
command.

Thus, indeed, strategy could litili.e t.ic-tie- al

successf-- and could proceed far be-

yond the original object aimed al. (In the
( icriiian-Austria- n side the great thing was
the operative idea. Next came tactics and
prepu redness by and then the
morale of the troops, that is, the execu-

tion. The higher factor is alwavs cd

upon the next underlying one,
ami only when all these factors luirinoni'n
such a success is possible.

Cadornn's defeat is IhiuihI to compel a
comparison with the battle of Cambrai.
Whoever has seen the strong German po-

sition at that point, as 1 did. and pictures
lo himself the break to a depth of eight
kilometres at the first onrush -- on the
Isonzo the penetration was only three or
four kilometres deep must credit it t

the absolutely cool, calm aud capable
leadership upon the d'erinaii side that Ihe
Kngliah did not sueceed in breaking
through. Of course, more positions
would have to have lieen smashed, but
fhe surprise bad been successful and in
the case of ('adorna it weighs heavy iu
the scales that he was much stronger ihaa
the (Jermans at Cambrai.

Writers of the Future.
THF.RK is published m thin town of

innumerable a certain
magazine for young folks. And in this
magazine for children there is a depart-
ment by children. This department, with
its verses, stories and little essay?, sug-

gests the qafations what the literature of
America's future is to be and by whom it
will be made. For it is with some readily
supplied reservations quite presumable
that the. boys and girls who are writing

y will be the men and
women who write.

Turning to the yonng folks' own page in
a recent issue there is tint a poem by Ulir.-be- th

A - - , then a sketch by Kli.abeth
G -- , next a boy contributor, Guy
H : followed by I.ueie H-- - - .
Vielona S , Janet S , (,'e- -
nevra, Alice and another Klizabcth. Bet-lin- a.

.Marian. F.rwart, Miriam and .lack.
But sixteen swallows do not make a

drink. Here, then, is an honor rll wit),
many names in it, and this is the way it
begins: Helen, Margaret, Julia. Helen.
Hope. Sylvia, Kuth, Katharine. Mary.
Kleanor. Virginia, Lilian, Arietta, Mar
garei, Florence, Fred. Then three girls,
hoy: seven girls, boy; twenty-fiv- e girls,
boy: eleven girls, boy, girl, three boyh:
fonr girls, boy; fifteen girls, boy. and
so on. In the whole i"t of name
only fifteen are unmistakably those of
boys.

The question may be turned over lo ll
statisticians and the prophets, professional
ni anutear. Only the materials are sup-

plied here.


